United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 108 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 150

WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2004

No. 4

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PETRI).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 23, 2004.

I hereby appoint the Honorable THOMAS E.
PETRI to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

Dr. Lloyd J. Ogilvie, 61st Chaplain,
U.S. Senate, Los Angeles, California,
offered the following prayer:

God our Father, we pause in the
midst of the changes and challenges of
life to receive a fresh experience of
Your goodness. You are always con-
sistent, never changing, constantly ful-
filling Your plans and purposes, and to-
tally reliable. There is no shadow of
turning with You; as You have been,
You will be forever. All Your attributes
are summed up in Your goodness. It is
the password for Your presence, the
metonym for Your majesty and the
synonym for Your strength. Your good-
ness is generosity that You define. It is
Your out-rushing, unqualified love
poured out in graciousness and compas-
sion. You are good when circumstances
seem bad. And when we ask for Your
help, Your goodness can bring what is
best out of the most complicated prob-
lems.

Thank You for Your goodness given
so lavishly to our Nation throughout
our history. Today we turn to You for
Your guidance for what is good for our
country. Keep us grounded in Your sov-
ereignty, rooted in Your command-
ments, and nurtured by the absolutes

of Your truth and righteousness. May
Your goodness always be the source of
our Nation’s greatness. In the name of
our Lord and Savior. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 22, 2004.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 22, 2004 at 10:55 a.m.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 273.

Appontments: Veterans’ Disability Bene-
fits Commission.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 22, 2004.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 22, 2004 at 2:50 p.m.

That the Senate agreed to conference re-
port H.R. 2673.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule 1, the Speaker
pro tempore signed the following en-
rolled bill on Thursday, January 22,
2004:

H.R. 2673, making appropriations for
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2004, and for other purposes.

———

REAPPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO
UNITED STATES-CHINA ECO-
NOMIC AND SECURITY REVIEW
COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 1238(b)(3) of the Floyd D.
Spence National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2001, (22 U.S.C. 7002),
amended by division P of the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Resolution, 2003,
and the order of the House of December
8, 2003, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s reappointment of the following
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